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Strengths Lou’s technical knowledge of cameras, stills & video is 
very good and he is keen to experiment with different 
approaches. He has a love of special effects which 
sometimes gets in the way of the work and is a distraction 
to the impact that he could achieve by using other means 
in camera. He has proposed a final project piece on a 
documentary piece at a Buddhist temple following one of 
the monks in their day to day life. He said it would be 
difficult to get access and film within the temple itself but 
wanted to do this. He, as a backup, said he had also been 
asked to direct and edit a film that would be used by the 
state to show the features of a local provincial city.
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Improvements Lou since the trip to Skye has been a much more regular 
attender. He clearly benefitted from the field trip and got a 
lot out of the focused contact with us and his peers.
I hoped he would be able to sustain this over the course 
of his project that would be shot in China.
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Software Knowledge Good knowledge of Adobe After Effects and Premiere Pro 
FCP and new DSLR shooting requirements.
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Constraints on Learning Lou continues to take himself seriously as a filmmaker 
and concentrate on the impact he wants to achieve while 
shooting rather than relying on his technical skills to 
produce a decent end result. His fall back position unless 
pushed is to rely on conventional structures and formats 
in order to produce good enough work.
Lou gave a good presentation of his desire to make a 
documentary at the Buddhist temple.
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Lou gave a decent presentation of his ideas for his documentary he had identified his 
approach and the subject of his documentary. He explained that he had already made 
contact with the subject before leaving for China.



When in China the plans for the documentary began to go awry in terms of permissions 
and willingness of the subject to be involved in the way Lou required for the film. Over the 
course of several weeks it became apparent that the film wouldn’t be able to be shot and 
Lou said that he was going to have to revert to the film piece about the provincial city.

This was a great shame as I was hoping that Lou would be able to come back with a piece 
that had something of himself within it and would show his own passions and for his own 
style and voice to begin to emerge.

The piece that he has produced for the provincial city is slick and does its job. It is very 
conventional and has none of Lou’s own voice within it. It is made for a very particular 
audience and those works within these constraints and conventions.

It is a real pity that Lou wasn’t able to finish the MA with a piece that he was really 
engaged with that allowed him to escape the conventional.


