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Strengths Michaela was very nervous at the beginning of the course 
as she had had a long break from education and media 
work. She has persevered and worked through her 
nervousness and has made great strides in learning both 
new software and camera hardware. She is very 
conscientious and makes good verbal interjections in 
group discussions.
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Improvements Michaela has worked very hard at learning new software 
and hardware which she felt overwhelmed by at the 
beginning of the course. The mass obs project allowed 
her to immerse herself both in learning the new cameras 
and software and she worked very diligently on this 
project and was one of the key members of the group in 
preparing the video for the web.
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Software Knowledge Michaela has been able to become very confident in FCP 
7 during the first term and is able to now do quite complex 
edits within the program. She has also taken opportunities 
to film with new camera types and has pushed herself on 
the experimental projects.

Michaela has been able to become very confident in FCP 
7 during the first term and is able to now do quite complex 
edits within the program. She has also taken opportunities 
to film with new camera types and has pushed herself on 
the experimental projects.

Constraints on Learning The great difficulty that Michaela is finding at the moment 
is having adequate support for her Dyslexia which is quite 
profound. The University said at induction that she would 
receive adequate support but this has proved not to be 
the case. She fought all through the first term to receive 
any support and currently only gets one hours support per 
week. This has meant that she has felt wholly inadequate 
in fulfilling the written aspects of the course and very 
nearly left the degree after the first term. I spent a long 
time with her talking about her work and positive 
contributions to the degree and she, for the moment has 
decided to stay on. I have agreed with her that we can 
audio record her reflections on her work and process and 
put this on her blog next to examples of her ongoing work. 
Verbally she is very articulate and has enhanced the 
group. It would be a shame if she left.
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One of the key experiences in the first term for Micheala was the mass observation project 
that covered a demonstration in London towards the end of October.
The research and project were framed in terms of mass observation techniques. Part of 
the research process was enquiring about early mass observations projects and the 
original mass observation movement. Micheala responded very positively to the practical 
side of research and making the most of the internet to find visual sources that showed 
these early projects in action. This included both video and audio resources. 

After initial shyness and nervousness within the group it became apparent, particularly on 
the trip to London that Micheala was very perceptive and capable on a whole number of 
levels. Her interactions with people, good research and questioning techniques, how she 
motivated others in the group to focus and work hard. Her quick grasp of what was 
required on the day was impressive and she led her small team during the course of the 
day driving them to keep working and interacting with the demonstration participants.
This diligence carried over into the post production work where she proved herself, again, 
very capable of getting to grips and understanding new software very quickly. She has 
worked very well as a member of a team and has shined verbally in discussions and crit 
sessions making many valuable contributions and offering mature insights.

Her blog, because of her lack of support, is currently in development and we will be 
recording her audio reflections on the processes that she is going through. 
All in all Michela is a very positive member of the group and it would be a shame if she 
were not to continue because of lack of support with dyslexia.

Blog Address: http://michaelabruce.wordpress.com/

(As stated Michaela has been working very hard on her writing which hasnʼt yet been 
posted to her blog as the entries and comments that she has made are now being scribed 
and then placed on the blog in one go.)
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Strengths Michaela has grown in confidence in her practical work 
and I was really pleased that she made the field trip to 
Skye. The trip allowed her to focus on the practical 
aspects of production and she spent many hours with the 
Sony Z5 camera and by the end of the week she was 
incredibly confident with it. She has captured some very 
beautiful footage that clearly shows her abilities.
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Improvements Michaela has really struggled with the written aspects of 
the course and has not been well supported in terms of 
help with this at the wider University level, receiving only 
an hour to two hours support with her difficulties per 
week. She acknowledges that the department has been 
flexible and has tried to help as much as possible and it is 
only this that has got her through the course this far.
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Software Knowledge Michaela has been very stressed by the demands of the 
writing and has felt this has taken up so much time that 
the practical aspects of filming and production have 
receded in terms of focus. The field trip allowed her time 
out to focus on these aspects and her confidence visibly 
grew during the trip and luckily has sustained her enough 
in order to continue with the course.
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Constraints on Learning The difficulty in terms of support for dyslexia has 
continued as above and I hope that the experience of 
Skye and the work produced from that sustains her 
through the final project.
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Michaela grew in confidence as a result of the field trip. She was keen to try things that 
she hadnʼt experienced before. The trip gave her the opportunity to immerse herself in 
filming and she spent hours with the camera and was very confident in what she could 
achieve with it by the end of the week.
The footage that she captured is of a very high quality and demonstrates how much she 
gained from the experience.
She is able now to go on and produce a significant piece for her final project. She has 
shown real tenacity in overcoming her problems with written language.




