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Strengths Michaela has continued to grow in confidence in her 
practical work and her time spent in Skye filming, filming 
and filming again has helped her to achieve a really good 
final project. The Skye trip allowed her to focus on the 
practical aspects of production and with her considerable 
knowledge of the camera she felt able to propose and 
tackle a very difficult subject with a character who she 
was not sure how they might react once in front of the 
camera and being questioned and probed about 
uncomfortable memories.

Michaela has continued to grow in confidence in her 
practical work and her time spent in Skye filming, filming 
and filming again has helped her to achieve a really good 
final project. The Skye trip allowed her to focus on the 
practical aspects of production and with her considerable 
knowledge of the camera she felt able to propose and 
tackle a very difficult subject with a character who she 
was not sure how they might react once in front of the 
camera and being questioned and probed about 
uncomfortable memories.

Improvements As stated before Michaela has really struggled with the 
written aspects of the course and has not been well 
supported in terms of help with this at the wider University 
level, receiving only an hour to two hours support with her 
difficulties per week. Her final comments are very critical 
at the paucity of support that she has received. This has 
given her a lot of added stress that could have really 
scuppered her desire to tackle something ambitious for 
her final project. I am really impressed by her tenacity and 
how she has stuck with the work and seen it through to its 
conclusion. Well done!
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Software Knowledge Michaela has been very stressed by the demands of the 
writing and has felt this has taken up so much time that 
the practical aspects of filming and production have 
receded in terms of focus. With her increased confidence 
and support from Stefan, Ken and myself Michaela has 
been able to really get the most out of her final project
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Michaela thought carefully about her final project and the germ of the idea was formed 
while in Skye and she shared what she wanted to do with us and her peers on one of the 
final discussion sessions while in Skye.

She developed the idea over Easter and in the third term. We were surprised at its scope, 
the difficult subject matter and how it required a great deal of skill in order to be able to get 
the subject to open up while on camera. Michaela spent a deal of time organising and 
negotiating with the subject and gaining their confidence in order to be able to begin on the 
project.
Michaela has been able to capture some powerful footage and has used very skillful 
editing techniques to explore the world and inner life of the character. These have also 
included underwater footage within the piece. 

'Hidden'

This was a very well presented portrait with some really good content in terms of 
the filming and the interview. The approach was intimate and observational and 
you told the story well. The framing throughout the film was very good and some 
of the unusual shot composition, such as the back shot, worked to give the film a 
reflective sense. The very gentle nature of the piece in visual terms worked in 
contrast to some of the content of the interview. Audio quality was good although 
the level was a little low in places making it difficult to hear.

There were disruptive areas such as the fades to picture that had a slight solar 
effect - a simple cut may have been more effective and keeping with the overall 
style. There were a few places where the interview could have been tightened up 
and some shots that ran on a little too long and this could have been reduced 
without impacting the flow of the piece. Overall this was a strong visual piece full 
of reflection and pathos. Well done.

Blog Address: http://michaelabruce.wordpress.com/
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