
Student :  Kay Soraya

Strengths She is very eager to learn and showed a real ability to talk 
and interact with people on the demonstration.
She is very eager to learn and showed a real ability to talk 
and interact with people on the demonstration.

Improvements She is much less self conscious within the group and 
more willing to make verbal contributions
She is much less self conscious within the group and 
more willing to make verbal contributions

Software Knowledge Her knowledge of editing software have increased 
exponentially and she is forging ahead with FCPX and is 
now experimenting with the DSLR cameras.
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Constraints on Learning Soraya doesnʼt have English as her first language and 
finds it quite difficult to present her ideas and progress in 
a more informal way on her blog. She is going to some 
academic writing sessions to help her in the more formal 
written aspects of the course.
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Marks Term1 2011 M61mc: 66% M62mc: 64%

Profile: Work in Term 1 Media Production MA : M61mc/M62mc

Soraya, in a similar way to Micheala, has come back into media education after a 
substantial break.
Soraya is very eager to learn and ask searching questions. She began in quite a tentative 
way and I was initially concerned about how she might cope with the first intense 
experience in the first term, covering the demonstration in London. She had never 
witnessed a demonstration before and was obviously nervous about the experience. 

Soraya pushed my initial prejudices far up my own nose. On the day of the demonstration, 
despite it being a very new experience, she threw herself into the work. She is very good 
at interviewing and interacting with people. The people on the demonstration responded 
very well to her and she was active right up until the last minute of the event. As the event 
got more lively, towards the end, Soraya became very focused and was concentrating on 
filming very close to the action as the police began to surround and move the 
demonstrators of the road at Whitehall. It was very obvious that she found this a very 
important and positive experience and it gave her a big boost in confidence to see exactly 
what she is capable of when responding to new events and experiences. 
As a teacher this sort of formative experience for the student is very rewarding to witness.



In the subsequent practical work she put in lots of effort to the post production and she 
was very helpful to a student with less experience than herself.

In the post production exercise she has learnt a considerable amount and has jumped into 
the new version of Final Cut Pro (FCPX). She has been useful in feeding back on the 
abilities of this new software as its introduction has proved quite controversial. As a result 
of her positive results several of the others in the group have jumped into using FCPX.

Soraya was more comfortable with the Mass Observation and documentary approaches 
and has found the initial practical exercises with experimental techniques quite challenging 
and different. She is now beginning to respond and “get” some of the exercises that she is 
being asked to do.

It will be fun to see how Soraya develops in the later part of the MA. She is looking forward 
to the residential trip.

Blog Address: sorayakay3.wordpress.com


