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Strengths Soraya has made huge strides in her work since the field 
trip to Skye. She has grown in confidence and the time 
spent with the cameras and in the landscape appeared to 
act much like a drug for her. The final project piece that 
she proposed she would never have attempted earlier in 
the course. The subject and the character were both 
difficult and challenging. 
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Improvements She is very hungry to continue with the improvements and 
the confidence that she has found in her own abilities and 
film decisions. She has spent many hours with the 
cameras and has improved immeasurably when looking 
back at her starting point at the beginning of the MA. 
Her increased belief in herself gave her the confidence to 
tackle the final project
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Software Knowledge Her knowledge and control of the editing process is 
almost unrecognisable from her initial efforts at the 
beginning of the year. She has a very good understanding 
and is confident in the use of FCPX. She needs now to 
focus on her knowledge of sound within the editing 
process.
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Constraints on Learning With this massive change in the perception of her own 
abilities she is now far more confident about her own 
contributions. She spent many hours with the subject of 
her final project and was able to gain his confidence 
enough for him to accept the camera and become 
comfortable enough with it to be able to discuss very 
difficult experiences.
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Soraya went into a great deal of detail in the planning of her final project. She spent many 
hours with the subject gaining his confidence in order for him to feel comfortable enough to 
be filmed.
She shared with him the aim of her piece and what she wanted to explore and show. 

The subject was a trained pianist without access to an instrument so the part that the 
piano played within the film became key and was the means by which he was able more 
easily to become comfortable and to express himself. 

The depth of the planning and how a trusting relationship was built with the subject shows 
considerable skill and sensitivity. It was also brave as the film could have failed if the 
subject was unable to make a link and relationship with the filmmaker.

'Cornelius'

This was a very engaging documentary that gave a very strong sense of character. 
You were able to get him to open up to you, which is a real achievement. 

The visual approach was experimental in places and this worked although it 
would have helped the audience to understand why you chose that approach but 
having the character talk about his sight early on in the film and make the link 
more explicit. The abstract use of colouring and focus helped give the piece a 
sense of the characters point of view, of blurred memories and of loss, which was 
poignant.

Technically there were a few issues with quality of audio and it may have helped 
to reframe the images that were shot vertically as it was quite disruptive to the 
flow of the piece. Generally though this was a very sensitive and enjoyable piece 
of work so well done.


